








Audiovisual production in progress
International audiovisual production 

H The sector has experienced constant growth over the last two decades

thanks to positive cultural policies and awareness by the government of

the potential economic benefits of film-making

H Foreign productions in Morocco have increased in every category of film

(features, reports, TV series, short films and commercials). 

H Recognition of the needs of foreign producers has allowed continuous 

improvement to be made in the quality of services on offer.

H The indirect benefits for tourism development have favoured the creation

of new hotel capacity in Ouarzazate

Key figures 2008

•  49 Feature films

•  77 Shorts

•  772 Documentaries or reports

•  16 TV films or series

•  55 Institutional films

•  201 Commercials

•  Advance-on-earnings payments of 8 million €uros for national production 

•  Economic benefits of more than $100 million from international film  

shoots
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A pioneering, private sector project for Moroccan cinema:
the « Film Industry »

Launched at the end of 2005 by « Ali n' Productions » company and the
national TV network « SNRT » with the support of the Ministry of Culture
and Communication, the “Film Industry” has the objective of supporting
the emergence of the Moroccan film industry by producing 30 films in 
6 different genres (comedy, action/police, social drama, horror/fantastic,
historical, musical comedy), all using a 100% Moroccan film-making 
process, from writing the screenplay to distribution.

The project creates local employment opportunities : since October 2005
the project has established a permanent team of about 50 technicians
It has generated new skills in professional areas in which Morocco was

lacking personnel (screenwriters, directors of photography, production
crews...) by offering young people training from experienced Moroccan
or European professionals.

A diverse cinema industry
cinema production with 3 co-existing economic models : 

H Western-style international super-productions (Martin Scorcese’s “Kundun”,

or Ridley Scott’s “Kingdom of Heaven”) 

H Productions targeting a limited video market in the same manner as the

'Nollywood' productions from Nigeria.

H The growth of Moroccan cinema over the last few years with young emer-

ging directors : N. Ayouch (Whatever Lola Wants), N.Neijjar (Wake up 

Morocco), L.Marraakchi (200 dirhams), L.Lahlou (The Gardens of Samira),

A.Boulane (The Angels of Satan).

Key figures 2008

•  49 feature films, of which 16 foreign productions 

•  Co-producing countries: France, Spain, Italy, Belgium,Great Britain

•  2.96 million entries (Box office 2008 MCC)

•  Box office share by nationally-produced films :15.6%

•  Average film budget (foreign) : 2.5 million €uros

•  Average length of shoot : 4 weeks for a national production, 6 weeks for  

a foreign production 
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Studios and other filming locations
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Studios and an international-standard laboratory 

H Ouarzazate, a real open sky studio, where you can find 3 major production
structures : 

-  Atlas Studios (private Moroccan investors), with integrated offices and hotel
-  CLA Studios (private Moroccan and Italian investors - De Laurentis, 

Cinecitta), with office blocks and hangars for interior decors 
-  Kan Zaman Studios as well as a Cinema Museum displaying a collection of

sets from early productions

H Casablanca also has a specialised production unit : the MPS Cinedina Studios.

H The Moroccan Cinema Centre in Rabat is where most national and foreign
films from Africa and the Maghreb are developed. It includes a develop-
ment laboratory for 35 and 16mm formats and a sound auditorium (sound
effects, dubbing, mixing...)

H Multi-purpose natural landscapes
Moroccan landscapes can be taken for the rocky deserts of Jordan or 
Arizona as easily as the great dunes of Saudi Arabia. Its mountains can
provide decors for Tibetan landscapes in "Kundun" or serve as a backcloth
in fantastic films like "La Montagne a des Yeux".

H A wide variety of decors
Sets constructed for major productions in Ouarzazate have been conserved
and, with restoration, can be used again (examples: biblical villages, Egyp-
tian decors, Tibetan decors, peplum, adventure.... as seen in Ben Hur,
Kundun, The 10 Commandments, Gladiator, Asterix, Jerusalem, King of
Eleven ..)

H A varied climate
The Moroccan climate is varied, each season offering advantages : in win-
ter heavy snow in the Atlas mountains, in springtime flower-filled valleys,
and in the Saharan regions a dry climate with exceptional light : perfect
for filming.

MOrOCCO
Studios and other filming locations

 

 

 

 

Ksar Aït Ben Haddou (Ouarzazate) Fortifications 

Amridil, Telouert, Tamdakt  Kasbah
Taourirt (Ouarzazate)

Toudra, Dadès (Ouarzazate)… Canyons and valleys

Fint Oasis Oasis

Essaouira Fortifications, Port 

Casablanca Modern and historic oriental city

Marrakesh Historic Medina, palm garden, local 
squares, mosque, palace, gardens

Tanger Seaside resort, Roman and
Phoenician ruins  

Natural decors for all types of production 
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MOrOCCO
Host structures and useful contacts 

The organisation of film hosting underway

Aware of the considerable challenge represented by the audiovisual produc-
tion sector, the MCC and the Ministry of Culture and Communication put in
place the necessary regulatory, financial, political and technical structures.
The only missing element was a film commission for hosting film shoots.
For political and economic reasons, the first Moroccan film commission, crea-
ted in 2008, only covers one region : Ouarzazate, an iconic location since
Orson Welles' “Othello” in 1952.

H A regional structure to host filming : the Ouarzazate Film 
Commission

-  Created in January 2008 by the Souss Massa Drâ Regional Council and the
Moroccan Cinema Centre 

-  The first of its type in the country : its mission is to promote film-making
in the region, notably at the international level, and to facilitate the hosting
of film shoots 

-  Its role is to provide cinema professionals and film crews in the region with
the best conditions and production environment 

H The most experienced western-style film commission amongst
the southern Mediterranean countries 
With the creation of the Ouarzazate Film Commission, the Souss Madra
region aims to be African leader in film shoot hosting by 2016. The OFC
has 5 main missions :

-  promotion, with the participation of major international festivals 
-  help to young entrepreneurs creating their own businesses through a 

financial support fund 
-  developing synergies with the training sector 
-  developing synergies between tourism and cinéma : development of the

Eroud/Zagora region, creation of a Cinema Museum, enriching the city with
cinema decors...

-  the creation of the first American-style "one-stop-shop" in Africa.

Developing private initiatives 

As well as the information to be obtained from the CCM, the Guide to 
audiovisual, cinema and communication professions in Morocco (Guide
des métiers de l’audiovisuel, du cinéma et de la Communication au Maroc)
is a mine of information. It identifies film-making professionals and gives
information on all procedures to follow to film in Morocco. It is edited and
produced by Précom and was distributed to local and foreign professio-
nals at the International Film Festival in Marrakech.

Secret Agents F. Schoendoerffer 2004 1 069 923

Alexander O. Stone 2004 15 083 653

And now ladies and gentlemen C. Lelouch 2001 517 128

Astérix and Obélix: 
Meet Cléopatra A. Chabat 2000 22 818 656

Babel A. Inaratu 2006 11 634 800

Dans la Vallée d'Elah M. Weisz/
Paul Haggis 2007 2 471 670

Gladiator R. Scott 2000 66 623 828

Days of glory R. Bouchareb 2006 3 200 226

Kingdom of Heaven R. Scott 2004 19 552 338

Kundun M. Scorsese 1997 2 808 622

The Mummy S. Sommers 1999 54 130 361

Le Diamant du Nil L. Teague 1985 n.c

Legionnaire P. MacDonald 1999 481 684

Prince of Persia M. Newell 2008 Release in 2010

Spy Game T. Scott 2002 19 694 956

Some films shot Director Year Box office
in Morocco Europe  

+ USA
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Useful contacts: 

For a first contact in Morocco 
H Moroccan Cinema Centre (CCM) - Rabat

Tel : +212 (0)5 37 28 92 00 www.ccm.ma

H Ouarzazate Film Commission – Ouarzazate
Tel : +212 (0)5 24 89 08 88 www.ouarzazatefilmcommission.org

To contact government bodies and institutions
H Ministry of Culture- Rabat

Tel : +212 (0)5 37 20 94 94 www.minculture.gov.ma

H Ministry of Tourism – Rabat
Tel : +212 (0)5 37 57 78 00 www.tourisme.gov.ma

To contact professional bodies
H Moroccan Chamber of film producers – Casablanca          

Tel:+212(0) 5 22 26 09 55

H Moroccan Chamber of film distributors - Casablanca
Tel :+212 (0)5 22 26 09 55 www.ccm.ma/interan/cmdf.html 

H Moroccan Chamber of film technicians - Fès
Tel :+212 (0)5 35 93 26 93 www.techniciensfilms.ma 

H Moroccan Chamber of cinema operators - Casablanca    
Tel: +212 (0)5 22 22 37 81

H Writers, Directors and Producers Group - Casablanca
Tel :+212 (0)5 22 24 53 64

To find studio facilities
H CLA Studios - Ouarzazate www.cla-studios.com

Tel : +212 (0)5 44 88 20 53

H Atlas Studios - Ouarzazate www.atlastudios.com
Tel : +212 (0)5 44 88 22 23

H MPS Cinedina - Had Soualem   www.mps.ma
Tel : +212 (0)5 22 96 44 44

For training and higher education
H Ecole Supérieure des Arts Visuels in Marrakech

Tel : +212 (0)5 80 200 2006                          www.esavmarrakech.com

H Institut Supérieur des Métiers du Cinéma in Ouarzazate
Tel : +212 (0)5 24 88 20 88 www.ismc.hostwq.net

To contact Tourism professionals 
H National Tourism Federation - Casablanca 

Tel : +212 (0)5 22 88 08 00 www.fnt.ma

H Tourism Observatory - Rabat
Tel : +212 (0)5 37 57 78 00   www.observatoiredutourisme.ma

Information obtained from the Ouarzazate Film Commission, the MCC data

MOrOCCO
Host structures and useful contacts 
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Challenges 
H To export local audiovisual know-how by positioning the industry on

complementary market segments to those already occupied by neighbouring
countries (lebanon, Egypt, morocco)

H To export by producing Tunisian films capable of interesting 
maghreb-origin Europeans

H To structure the sector in order to attract foreign shoots to the country

opportunities 
Ease of travel and proximity to Europe

tunisia has a multimodal transport network (7 international airports, 19000
kms of roads, 3 motorways/highways, 2000 kms of railway) which facilitates
domestic travel and means that tunisia is just 2 hours from most European
countries and 55 minutes from italy.

A Tunisian private sector which is investing in the film 
industry

H the Chamber of tunisian Producers, part of utiCa (an employer organi-
sation for business advice and professional networking), has produced a
promotional brochure, “shooting in tunisia”. the Chamber is present at
the Cannes film festival international village to promote tunisian film 
locations. 

H studios are currently being renovated or are under construction with heavy
involvement from the private sector 

H tunisia has 249 producers (source : ministry of Culture), 180 directors and
6 distributors (source : africiné)

H for professional training, the post-production laboratory « ltC-Gammarth »
is preparing a partnership with the government and the different public
and private schools to train technicians.

TUNISIA
Challenges and opportunities

The country in figures 

PoPulation 2009 10.76 million inhabitants

CaPital tunis 

tourism 6.76 million tourists (sourCE : Wto)

surfaCE arEa 163 610 km2

GDP 2008 $41.8 billion

offiCial lanGuaGE arabiC

Context  
Tunisian audiovisual production is essentially geared to TV 
formats and more particularly to advertising films for national
advertisers.

The television industry is being restructured and modernised
in 2009 and Tunisia is a pioneer amongst the Maghreb coun-
tries with :
H the launch of terrestrial DTV (digital TV) at the end of the

year 
H the presence of 2 private TV channels since the issuing of a

new licence for “Nessma TV”, a generalist channel .

Tunisian cinema dates from the 1960s but local production 
remains weak with 6 feature films in 2008. The size of the 
domestic market obliges producers of Tunisian films :
H to diversify into advertising films in order to generate regular

income
H to explore international markets either to co-produce with

France or Italy and thus be able to finance projects or to find
new openings
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Good value, skilled personnel  

H 2 schools train audiovisual technicians : EDaC, Ecole des arts du Cinema
(undergraduate level) and EaD, Ecole d'art et Decoration (a private school,
undergraduate level). there are 2 graduate schools : EsaC (Ecole super-
ieure des arts de l'audiovisuel et du Cinema) and l'isamm (institut super-
ieur des arts multimedias)

H real expertise in 3D production, digital effects and special effects : netinfo
in nabeul (autodesk accredited), isim (institut superieur d'informatique
et de multimedia) in sfax

H labour costs represent just 20 to 30% of production budgets

A one-stop-shop for shooting permits since April 2009

Created in april 2009 at the ministry of Culture and safeguard of Patrimony,
it has the job of giving the necessary information and administrative permits
for film shoots. its aim is to obtain all the necessary permits for a shoot
within one week.

it is part of a more global reform and development of the cinema and audio-

visual sector currently being undertaken by the tunisian government.

The climate « asset »  

tunisia offers a particularly mild climate, with more than 300 days of sunshine
per year and exceptional light, guaranteeing optimal filming conditions throu-
ghout the year.

International festivals and meetings of professionals from
all over the world

H The Carthage Cinema Days festival was created in 1966. organised
every two years, it is the oldest cinema festival in africa and aims to pro-
mote sub-saharan and arab cinema, and to encourage dialogue between
north and south. it benefits from enormous popularity with the tunisian
public and from high-profile international partners.

H The International Festival of Carthage is considered to be one of the
most important arab and african festivals. 2009 is its 45th edition. for
more information : http://www.festivalcarthage.com/

H Doc in Tunis is the essential meeting place for mediterranean documen-
taries. for its 4th edition, 73 films of 17 different nationalities from different
continents were presented. 
for more information : http://docatunis.nesselfen.org/

H the 14th Arab Festival for Radio and Television in tunis, organised
by the arab states broadcasting union (asbu) is among the most impor-
tant arab events in audiovisual production. it awards 4 prizes for television
and a further 4 for radio. in the tV category, the competition covers
drama, documentaries on Palestine, children's programmes and variety
programmes. a programme market is organised alongside the festival.

 

TUNISIA
Challenges and opportunities
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Rising audiovisual production
Low-volume national production but improving in quality

Tunisian audiovisual production is especially geared to advertising films.
National production can be seen on the Tunisian public TV channels particu-
larly during the month of Ramadan. Since 2005 the sitcom « Choufli hal »
has been the most popular Tunisian fiction programme, broadcasting its
6th season in September 2009. It also won 1st prize for TV films at the Arab
Festival for Radio and Television. The story takes place around a psychiatrist
and a clairvoyant and raises questions about the most topical societal 
problems encountered in Tunisia today : youth, unemployment, fraud, the
housing crisis for young people, etc

Key figures 2008    

•  23 feature films 
•  9 short films
•  13 Documentaries or reports
•  5 TV films or series
•  10 institutional films 
•  278 advertising films
(source Ministry of Culture)

TUNISIA
Cinema and Audiovisual Production 
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A Creative Film Industry
Creative but low volume cinema production

LTunisia is not lacking in creativity : films like « Halfaouine : Child of the Ter-
races » by F. Boughedir, « The Silences of the Palace » by M. Tlatli or more
recently « Making Of, le Dernier Film » by N Bouzid are all examples. However
national production is rarely more than 10 feature films in a year, primarily 
because of a lack of adapted financing opportunities and a small local market.

Key figures 2009 

•  23 feature films of which 12 foreign, 6 Tunisian and 5 co-productions  
(with foreign majority share) 

•  Co-producing countries : Belgium, France, Italy…
•  Box office entries: 300 000
•  of which domestic production share : 15%
•  Average budget for a foreign film : 1.1 million € 
•  Average length of a shoot : 3 months

Tunisia Day at the Cannes Film Festival 2008 

10 Tunisian films (features and shorts) were screened during Tunisia Day,
including « The Accident » by Rachid Ferchiou, « The Other Half of the
Sky » by Kalthoum Bornaz, « I saw the Stars », the documentary by 
Hichem Ben Ammar, « Bab'Aziz » by Naceur Khemir and others. 
« The Directors' Two Weeks » in Cannes 2008 honoured Moufida Tlatli,
director, with a screening of her first feature film « The Silence of the 
Palace ». 
Extracts from films such as « Cinecitta 7, Avenue Bouguiba » by Ibrahim
Letaief, «  Chevaux de guerre, Chevaux de paix » by Khaled Barsaoui, «
Thalathoun » by Fadhel Jaziri were proposed to foreign producers to find
financing for their completion. 
Tunisia had a stand in the international village for the second year running
in Cannes.

TUNISIA
Cinema and Audiovisual Production 
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Studio renovation promoted by Tarak Ben Ammar

H The « Empire studios », in Latrach, near Hammamet were relaunched
in 2002, with a $20 million investment by the Italian company Lux Vide. It
offers 5 500m² of stage area on an 11 hectare site, 3 air-conditioned stu-
dios (two stages of 1 000 m² and one 400 m²) with permanent decors
(two-thirds of actual size), decor workshops (tannery, plaster works, wall
hangings, carpentry) and 5000 costumes (Roman, Egyptian, Greek...) 
The site has hosted TV film and film shoots such as : Nero, The Guardians
of Rome, The Last Legion, Pompeii....

H The Ben Arous Studios are 15 minutes from Tunis airport. Built in 2007 on
more than 10 hectares of land, they offer two polyvalent stages, decor
workshops, costumes, accessories, etc.
Giuseppe Tornatore shot « Baaria » there, telling the story of 40 years of
a Sicilian village, which was completely reconstructed at the studios.

H The Gammarth Studios are currently under construction 15 minutes from
Tunis airport. They are on a 12 hectare site, by the sea and next to the 
already operational laboratories of the same name .
5 million € have been invested, along with a public subsidy of about 
80 000€. The LTC-Gammarth post-production site has been operational since
September 2007. Feature films are made there, but production is mainly of
advertising films for Algerian, Moroccan, Libyan and other African accounts.
The laboratory is duty and tax free. It targets first and foremost the needs
of the French market abroad and of the big studios working outside France.
It also targets local, African and Middle Eastern audiovisual production.

Tarak Ben Ammar: a major player in the sector

Born in Tunis, this cinema producer and cosmopolitan businessman counts
today as an essential player in the cinema industry of the Maghreb and
France. After producing feature films in France and Italy, he acquired bu-
sinesses in post-production in France. Quinta Industries, the group owned
by Tarak Ben Ammar, is a major player in Image and Sound post-production
for cinema and TV in France.
He has invested massively in Tunisian studios and is developing an inde-
pendent European film distribution platform. He has one of the five Italian
television companies.
With the Italian communications group Mediaset, he has recently taken a
50% holding in Nessma TV, which is based in Tunis and broadcasts on 
several satellites. Its ambition is to become the « Big, tolerant Maghreb »
channel.

Other filming locations

H A variety of landscapes within easy reach 
-  To the north: The cork-oak forests of Ain drahem, Bizerte Lake, The orange

groves of Cap Bon, The rocky coast of Kélibia
-  To the centre and the Sahel: Sandy coastline (Sousse, Mahdia)
-  To the south: Sand dunes (Tataouine, Tozeur, Matmata), Oasis montage

(Chebika, Tamerza), Volcanic desert (Onk Ejjemal), Salt desert (Chott Jerid),
Cliffs and cuestas (Chenini and Douiret).

H Historical heritage
Roman style: Aqueducts (Zaghouan), coliseum (El-Jem), Byzantine style:
Acropolium (Carthage), Village (Gightis), Carthaginian style: Baths (Ker-
kouan), amphitheatres (Takrouna, Oudhna, Sbeitla, Carthage), Arab style:
Medinas, Kasbah, Medressas, Palace, Souks, lakes (Tunis, Kerouan, Sousse),
forts and ribats (LeKef, Monastir), Berber style: brick architecture (Tozeur,
Nefta), fortified garrets (Ksar Hedada, Ksa Ghilan), Colonial style: art nou-
veau (Tunis), red tiles (Tabarka), World War II remains. 
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TUNISIA
Host structures and useful contacts 

Baaria G Tornatore 2009

The English Patient A. Minghella 1996

Would I lie to you 2 T Gilou 2001

Dead Weight A. Berberian 2002

Quo Vadis J. Kawalerowicz 2001
Quarter to Two
before Jesus Christ J. Yanne 1982

Un si beau voyage Khaled Ghorbal 2008

Red Satin R Amari 2002

Clay Dolls N Bouzid 2002

The Sun Assassinated A.Bahloul 2004

Pirates R. Polanski 1986

A Summer in La Goulette F. Boughedir 1996

Le Nombril du Monde A. Zetoun 1993

Making of, le dernier film N. Bouzid 2006

Star Wars Georges Lucas 1976

Some films shot Director Year
in Tunisia 

The development of host structures

H The Ministry of Culture and Safeguard of Patrimony gives informa-
tion on Tunisian legislation and regulations, and provides a list of the 
Tunisian companies entitled to work as line producers in the country. They
also provide scouting permits, on application by the Tunisian producer. 

H The creation in April 2009 of a one-stop-shop for shooting permits

created in April 2009 at the Ministry of Culture and Safeguard of Patrimony,
it has the job of giving the necessary information and administrative 
permits for film shoots. Its aim is to obtain all the necessary permits for a
shoot within one week.

H The national Chamber of Film Producers, part of UTICA, looks after
the promotion of Tunisia as a film-friendly country and can be a useful
source of information.  
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Useful contacts : 

For a first contact in Tunisia 

H Ministry of Culture and Safeguard of Patrimony - Direction General 
of Audiovisual and Scenic Art
Tel : +216 71 563 006 www.culture.tn/culture 

www.tunisieinfo.com/

H Tunisian Cinema - Tunis
+216 71 333 699 www.cinematunisien.com/.

H To contact government bodies and institutions :
Ministry of Culture and Safeguard of Patrimony www.culture.tn

To contact professional bodies 

H national Chamber of Film Producers (UTICA) - Tunis
Tel : +216 71 142 000 www.utica.org.tn

H Association Tunisienne de la Promotion de la Critique Cinématographique
(ATPCC) - Tunis
Tel : +216 71 333 699 www.atpcc.org.tn/

H FTCC : Tunisian Federation of Cine Clubs  
Tel : +216 71 348 435 www.laftcc.org/

To locate studios 

H Empire Studios in Hammamet - Paris
Tel : +33 (0)1 40 76 04 54 www.quintaindustries.com

H Studio Village « Carthago-Annabib » www.quintaindustries.com

To find training programmes 

H EAD (École d'Art et de Décoration)
Tel : +216 71 781 807  www.ead.com.tn

H ESAC (Ecole Supérieure des arts de l'audiovisuel et du Cinéma) - Gammarth
Tel : +216 71 981 441  www.esac.rnu.tn

H EDAC (Ecole des Arts du Cinéma) - Tunis  
Tel : +216 71 797 589  www.edac-sybel.com

H ISAMM (Institut supérieur des arts multimedias) - Tunis 
Tel : +216 71 70 837 206 www.isa2m.rnu.tn

H ISIMSF ( Institut Supérieur Informatique et Multimédia de Sfax) - Sfax 
Tel : +216 71 74 452 632  www.isimsf.rnu.tn/

H Netinfo - Nabeul - Tel : +216 72 230 230  www.netinfonabeul.com

To contact Tourism professionals 

H Tunisian Tourism Office 
Tel : +216 71 341 077 www.tunisietourisme.com

www.bonjour-tunisie.com

FichInformation obtained in answer to survey questionnaire from the Ministry of Culture
with the collaboration of the CCI Tunis + on the spot interviews. 
European project : Euromed Audiovisual II
French Embassy/French Centre for Culture and Cooperation: http://www.cfcc-eg.org 
Ministry of Culture: www.culture.tn
http://www.tarakbenammar.com
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